DEC 24 '03 11:02 FR DICKSTEIN SHPtPIRO HGR212 997 9SS0 TO 1703B729306tt P. 03 


Application No.: 09/869,660 Docket Ho.: N7419.0028 

In the Claims: 

Please replace the claims with the folloAvitig; 

Clahn 1 (Canceled). 

Claim 2 (Canceled). 

Claim 3 (Canceled). 

Claim 4 (Canceled). 

Claim 5 (Canceled). 

Claim 6 (Canceled), 

ClaiiTi 7 (C^urrendy Amended) A process for preparing a modified 
poiyphenylenc edier resiii, which comprises: 

reactiiig a mixture of 100 parts by weight of (A) a polypheylene ether having a 
main chsoxi structure of the foUoTving: formula (I) [as rtip resented in claim 1] 



wherein ^ each irtdepfeadentlv represents hydrogicn, a primary or secondary 

lower alkvK a phenyl, an amiiioalkvl or a hydrocarbonoxy^ and and JBU each 
mdependenttv represents hydrogen^ a primary or secondary lower alkyl or phenvK 

and 0,01 to 10 parrs by weight of (R) a modifier selected from the group consisting of 
conjugated now -aromatic diene compounds, dicnophilic compounds havmg one dienopliUe 
group and preciij-sors of die dicne or dienophilic compounds at a temperature not lower 
than a room temperature and not liighcr than the melting point of (A) wherein the 
reaction to obtain che irtodiRed polyphenylene ether rcsiii is carried out in a state where die 
polyphenylene ether is a solid, 
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Claim S (Original) The process fiir preparing a modified polypheuyiene crher 
resin according to claim 7, wherein the polyphcnylene etlier (A) is in the form of powder 
obtained by precipitxitioii from a solution and has a melting point of 240 to 260%Z, 

Claim 9 (Original) The process for preparing a modified polyphenylene edier 
resin according to claim 7, wherein the reaction temperature is within a range of 100 to 
230^C. 

Claim 10 (Original) The process jfor prepairing a modified polyphcnylene ether 
resin according to claini 7, wherein the reaction temperature is within a range of 150 to 
200"C. 

Claim 11 (Withdrawn). 

Claim 12 (Original) The proccsss for preparing a modified polyphcnylene ether 
resin according to claim 7, wherein a Hcn^chel mixer is employed upon preparati<5n. 

Claim 13 (Withdrawn). 

Claim 14 (Original) The process for preparing a modified polypheuyiene ether 
resin according to claim 7, wherein the modifier (B) is maleic lUihydridcj malcic acid, 
fumaric acid, phenyl maleiraide, itaconic acid, malic acid, glycidyl acrylate or glycidyl 
methacrylatc. 

Claim IS (Original) The process for preparing a modified polyphcnylene ether 
resin according to claim 7, wherein 0.2 to 3.0 parts by weight of the modifier (B) is reacted 
with 100 paits by weight of the polyphcnylene ether (A), 
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